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met and decided not to follow Mr. Lloyd George.
But Mr. Bonar Law made it clear that in that case
they could not count on his leadership. He and
his friends in the old Ministry refused to join the
new Ministry. That made it impossible for Mr.
Asquith to succeed.
The next step was for the King to send for Mr.
Bonar Law. But the old Liberals, the Labour
Party, and the Irish Nationalists refused to serve
under his Premiership. Me did not possess a
parliamentary majority. It was useless for
Mr. Bonar Law to take office with a minority
following in the House of Commons.
Mr. Lloyd George, indeed, urged Mr. Bonar
Law to make the attempt, and offered to serve
under him.
The King, with a splendid desire for reconcilia-
tion, called a conference at Buckingham Palace,
and tried to form a new Coalition Ministry of all
parties under Mr. Bonar Law. But the thing
was impossible. Asquxth and his friends stood
out; Mr. Asquith refused the Woolsack. He
was contending for what seemed to him a
definite issue of parliamentary control, and we
can scarcely blame him for refusing to be spirited
ofi the arena of political conflict,, or relegated to
a gilded cage.
It only remained for the King to send for
Mr. Lloyd George, for he was now the only pos-
sible Premier. It was clearly his duty to accept
the call. It was not easy for him to form a
Ministry. The rank and file of the Tories, still
shadowed by Budget memories, shrank at first
from the idea of serving under so fervent a